MODAL VERBS

PAST
I Rewrite each sentence beginning as shown.

1. You were wrong to study so late!

You shouldn’t …………………………………………………………………………

2. Did you manage to stop him?

Were …………………………………………………………………………………..

3. It wasn’t necessary to work hard.

I didn’t …………………………………………………………………………………

4. Perhaps Tom has lost his way.

Tom might …………………………………………………………………………….

5. It was possible for you to hurt yourself.

You could ……………………………………………………………………………..

6. It would have been a good idea to tell me.

You should ……………………………………………………………………………

7. I’m sure the class enjoyed it.

The class must ……………………………………………………………………….

8. I helped her but it wasn’t necessary.

I needn’t ……………………………………………………………………………….

9. It was a mistake to leave.

You ought ……………………………………………………………………………..

10. I’m sure he didn’t do it.

He can’t ……………………………………………………………………………….
II Complete each sentence so that contains the words given.

1. I’m completely soaked!           should / umbrella
We ……………………………………………………………………………………..

2. I’ve lost my bag.               must / bus

I think I ………………………………………………………………………………...

3. I forgot Mike’s birthday.           should / present

I ………………………………………………………………………………………...

4. The cat doesn’t eat fruit.         can’t / orange
It ………………………………………………………………………………………..

5. Tom hasn’t turned up yet.          might / address
I suppose he ………………………………………………………………………….

6. I did badly in the test.           ought / harder
I ………………………………………………………………………………………...

7. It’s a shame we didn’t go on holiday.           could / good time

We ……………………………………………………………………………………..

8. I tried to phone Sam.           couldn’t / get through
But I ……………………………………………………………………………………
III Rewrite each sentence so that it has a similar meaning and contains the word given.

1. I’m sure you dropped your wallet at the bus-stop.

must 
............................................................................................................................

2. Maybe Jane missed the last bus.

might 
………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. She was wrong not to tell you the answer.

should

     …………………………………………………………………………………………..

4. It wasn’t necessary for us to pay to get in.

didn’t 
............................................................................................................................

5. It wasn’t necessary for me to buy any food yesterday.

need

     ……………………………………………………....................................................

6. Peter knew how to skate when he was twelve.

able 
………………………………………………………………………………………….

7. I’m sure that Kate didn’t take your books.

can’t 
………………………………………………………………………………………….

8. Perhaps Tim didn’t notice you.

might 
………………………………………………………………………………………….

9. Ann arrived early, but it wasn’t necessary.

needn’t 
………………………………………………………………………………………….

10. It was a bad idea for us to be rude to the policeman.

shouldn’t
………………………………………………………………………………………….

IV Finish the second sentence so that it means the same as the first one. 
1. I’m sure he’s not Swedish. He has black hair and brown eyes.

      He _______________ Swedish. He has black hair and brown eyes.

2. The dog’s barking. I’m sure he’s hungry.

      The dog’s barking. He _______________ hungry.

3. There’s no food in his bowl. I’m certain he hasn’t eaten anything since this morning.

      There’s no food in his bowl. He _______________ anything since this 

      morning.

4. Sally hasn’t got in touch with me. Perhaps she phoned while I was out.

Sally hasn’t got in touch with me. She _______________ while I was out.

5. The phone’s ringing. Perhaps it’s Sally.

      The phone’s ringing. It _______________ Sally.

6. Why did the car crash? Perhaps the driver didn’t see the red light.

      Why did the car crash? The driver _______________ the red light.

7. I’m sure it was Tom I saw at the theatre last night.

     It _______________ Tom I saw at the theatre last night.

8. Why is that man standing at the side of the road? Perhaps he’s trying to hitch a lift.

      Why is that man standing at the side of the road? He _______________ to 

      hitch a lift.

V Choose the correct modal verb

1. She _____ read when she was five.
      a) mustn’t      b) needn’t      c) can’t       d) couldn’t

2. I think you ____ go to bed earlier, and stop drinking coffee.

a) don’t nave to     b) should      c) need        d) ought

3. Tim usually wears clothes like that, so I think it ____ been him.

a) have to     b) should    c) must    d) must have

4. Luckily, I ____ do any homework last night, so I went to the cinema.

a) couldn’t     b) didn’t have to    c) mustn’t    d) shouldn’t have

5. I’m not sure, but I think I ______ be able to help you with your work.

      a) might     b) can       c) must     d) need

6. We _______ wear a uniform at my school. We can wear whatever we like.

a) have to       b) don’t have to       c) must          d) mustn’t

7. You _______ play with matches! It’s very dangerous.

a) needn’t       b) don’t have to      c) mustn’t       d) couldn’t

8. I’m not sure, but I think I _______ left my wallet in the bank.

a) could       b) might       c) might have      d) must have

9. I’m getting up early, because I _______ go running before school. My trainer told me to do so every day for 30 minutes.

a) have to      b) might      c) could      d) should have

10. There is plenty of time. We______ run.

      a) mustn’t    b) can’t   c) ought not    d) don’t have to

11. Sorry I can’t stay any longer, but I really ___________ go home.

a) might      b) must     c) had to     d) must have

12. If you want to, we _________ go swimming this afternoon.

a) need        b) could     c) were able to    d) have to

13. Sorry I’m late, but I __________ take my dog to the vet’s because it was sick. 

a) had to     b) must     c) should    d) don’t have to

14. Jenny can’t drive a car, so it _______________ been her behind the wheel.

a) mustn’t   b) shouldn’t    c) couldn’t  have   d) might have

15. You ______ buy things by mail order.

a) can    b) must    c) need    d) have to

16. She ______ watch out. This part of the city is not safe.

     a) would         b) should       c) ought        d) may

17. I’m not sure. I ______ be able to get there in time.

a) may not         b) must not     c) cannot      d) should not

18. You ___________ cross the road when the red light is showing.

a) don’t have to       b) shouldn’t     c) needn’t        d) mustn’t

19. They _________ buy coffee, we have enough.

      a) have to     b) don’t have to    c) must      d) mustn’t

20. She ________ go to Spain to improve her Spanish. She speaks fluently.

 a) mustn’t        b) can’t      c) needn’t      d) shouldn’t

VI Use mustn’t, needn’t, couldn’t, not be able to, shouldn’t to fill the gaps.

1. He ____________ swim when he was five.

2. Students ___________ smoke in the classroom.

3. I ran after the bus but I ____________ to catch it.

4. You ____________ wash the dishes. We have a dishwasher. 

5. She ________________ go to London yesterday. She was sick.

6. You ________________ smoke. It damages your health.                                                                                                         

7. You _____________ work hard if you are exhausted. 

8. Students ___________ talk during the exam.

9. You ____________ get up early. You are on holiday. 

10. The swimmer was very tired so he ____________ to reach the shore before collapsing.

